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Goal for the Lesson

My goal as Jesus’ disciple is to learn love from the Master. Through this  lesson  I will  grasp  the  truth  that  believers  loving  each  other, 

following the model of Jesus, accomplish the whole work of the kingdom of God. 

A

 man in Colorado operates a very unusual ranch. It is designed as a guest ranch for affluent people. The man who owns it has a heart of concern for what he calls the “up-and-outers,” those who are over-privileged, who have too much of everything, yet to whom very few are witnessing, telling them of life in Christ. So he has designed this ranch for that purpose. People come and spend a lot of money, staying a week or so at a time. There are no Bible studies, no meetings; it is a very low-key approach.

What the owner does is to go throughout the country interviewing young people for the crew to work on this ranch. He will interview perhaps three hundred young people and from them select maybe thirty. He asks them only three questions. First: “Do you love work?” because they are going to have to work from seven in the morning until sometimes ten or eleven at night. Then: “Do you love people; do you like to be with people and relate to them?” They must satisfy him that they love people. The third question is: “Do you love Jesus?” If they can assure him that they love work, love people, and love Jesus, then they have a tremendous opportunity to work at that ranch.

When the guests arrive, the crew simply relates to them and gives them the time of their lives. By the third evening the guests are all asking, “Where did you ever get this tremendous crew of young people? What a fantastic group they are!” and that evening, the owner of the ranch sits down and says, “Many of you have been asking about our crew. Let me tell you why they are the way they are.” And he tells them about the three questions he asked: Do you love work?; Do you love people?; Do you love Jesus? He says, “Now, it may seem strange to you that I should ask that last question. But I have learned that the only young people who can ever meet this grueling demand with an unvarying spirit of joy and gladness, with the kind of attitude that has so impressed you, are those who have learned to love Jesus.”

From then on there are still no meetings, but invariably there are those guests who come and say, “I want to know more about this.” And there is conversion after conversion throughout the remainder of the week—because of young people who manifest by their lives that they are Jesus’ disciples. They prove to be His disciples. In this lesson we examine Jesus’ command to love one another and how that plays out in the Body of Christ.

I. Assignment

A. Memorize John 13:34-35 and complete the study.

B. Complete the Bible study on 1 Corinthians 13.

C. Read chapter 3 in Everybody’s Normal Till You Get To Know Them, by John Ortberg and a short excerpt by Francis Schaeffer from his book, The Church at the End of the 20th Century, which is found at the end of the lesson. 

D. Listen to the audio by Pete Briscoe, “We Will Love One Another.”

E. Spend time in reflection on these things.
II.
Before Class “Soul Work”
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Day One – Memorization of Scripture

Memory Verse

This week’s memory verse is John 13:34-35. Write it in the space provided.

In Context

1. Where was Jesus when he said these words? (See 13:1.)
2. What had gone on just before He started teaching them? (See 13:4, 18-30.)
Study It

1. In what way was this commandment different from all other commandments? What made it new?

2. What is our love for each other to be based on? (John 13:34; Ephesians 5:1&2)
· What are some different ways that Jesus loved people?

3. Reflect on your relationships, what would it take for you to love those around you with the same sacrificial love that Jesus loved you?

· How is Jesus giving the world the right to judge the church?
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Think About It

One of the biggest misunderstandings we have in the Christian life is in thinking that we can get along with God and not get along with each other. The "one another" statements tell us in a practical way how to love one another. 

Author Unknown.

For Further Study

Jesus in His life demonstrated a wide variety of love. At times He was tender, others times radical, others tough. Begin to develop a list of the different stories/incidents where Jesus demonstrated love for others. What do you learn from each of these stories about what it is to love like Jesus?
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Day Two – Studying the Word

We have already discovered, through the memory verse, that disciples are recognized by their love for one another. What an amazing truth! The question is, given our propensity to selfishness and pride, how do we really love one another? Love is a resounding theme in all of Scripture, but 1 Corinthians 13 contains one of the most practical descriptions of the way love looks in action.

Written by the Apostle Paul, 1 Corinthians is a response to a church that began well but fell apart in their behaviors toward one another. As Paul becomes aware of the internal problems, “…He takes it all more or less in stride, but also takes them (the Corinthians) by the hand and goes over all the old ground again, directing them in how to work all the glorious details of God’s saving love into their love for one another.”

 Eugene Peterson

 The Message

We too can learn much from the timeless truths of what love in action with one another looks like. Read and reflect on 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. Two translations are provided for your use. Take as much time as you need and then respond to the reflective questions provided. Enjoy!

1 Corinthians 13:1-8a, 13 (New International Version)

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails…and now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

1 Corinthians 13:1-8a, 13 (The Message)

If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t love, I’m nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate. If I speak God’s Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making everything as plain as day, and if I have faith that says to a mountain “Jump,” and it jumps, but I don’t love, I’m nothing. If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don’t love, I’ve gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m bankrupt without love.

Love never gives up.

Love cares more for others than for self.

Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.

Love doesn’t strut,

Doesn’t have a swelled head, 

Doesn’t force itself on others,

Isn’t always “me first,”

Doesn’t fly off the handle,

Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others,

Doesn’t revel when others grovel,

Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth,

Puts up with anything,

Trusts God always,

Always looks for the best,

Never looks back,

But keeps going to the end.

Love never dies...

We have three things to do to lead us toward that consummation: trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love extravagantly. And the best of the three is love.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Where did the Holy Spirit speak to you as you read and digested the truth of these verses?

2. Where are you flourishing in your love for fellow believers? Where do you need growth?

3. Are there any current relationships you need to address to reflect the kind of active love that 1 Corinthians speaks of?

4. Are there any past relationships that have made this kind of love difficult to achieve? What are some steps you could take toward healing if this is the case?

Busyness is a great enemy of relationships. We become preoccupied with making a living, doing our work, paying the bills and accomplishing goals as if these tasks are the point of life. They are not. The point of life is learning to Love—God and people. Life minus love equals zero.

Rick Warren

The Purpose Driven Life

For Prayer

Ask God to grow you into a person who loves as He wishes us to love. There is so much at stake for the church, and for individual believers, if the active love He has for us is not pursued. Do whatever it takes and lean on fellow believers, to make room for this as a reality in your life and relationships.

For Further Study
Take each of the statements in the Corinthians passage and write an application for it. For Example: Love is patient - to be patient is not to be so intent on getting from point A to point B that I leave a line of people in my wake. Application: when working on a project at home, include the children. Go at their pace, allow them to make mistakes. Remember God’s patience with us. 
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Notes from Everybody’s Normal Till You Get To Know Them, Chapter Three: Key Principles and Observations

What challenged you most from this reading? 





Questions to Ponder from this Reading

1. Are you more likely to be a mat-carrier or the one being carried? Why is this? Is there any reason why you should consider allowing the role you take less often to become more dominant in your life?

2. To what extent are you part of a “fellowship of the mat” these days?
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Notes from “The Mark of a Christian,” Key Principles and Observations


What challenged you most from this reading? 





Questions to Ponder from this Reading

1. Is there any group within the Christian church at large, with whom you have strong differences—either of belief or in practical matters of lifestyle?

2. Do you have any relationships that are adversely affected by these differences? Family members who believe or worship differently than you? 

3. What will you do to show the world that you are truly Jesus’ disciple in regard to how you treat these people (believers or not) who may be at odds with you? 

Day Four – Audio Tape
Listen to the audio of “We will Love One Another” by Pete Briscoe. Use the Audio Note page found at the end of this lesson.






Day Five – Personal Reflection
1. Part of loving others is knowing the love of God in all its fullness. Read through Ephesians 3:14 –21 slowly and meditatively several times. 

· How Wide is the Love of God for you?

· How Long is the Love of God for you?

· How High is the Love of God for you?

· How Deep is the Love of God for you?

· What does this type of love look like in the Body of Christ?

2. Read through the following story and reflect on the questions after it.

About ten years ago, a young and very successful executive named Josh was traveling down a Chicago neighborhood street. He was going a bit too fast in his sleek, black, 12-cylinder Jaguar XKE, which was only two months old. He was watching for kids darting out from between parked cars and slowed down when he thought he saw something. As his car passed, no child darted out, but a brick sailed out and Whump! It smashed into the Jag’s shiny black side door! Screech!! Brakes slammed! Gears ground into reverse, and tires madly spun the Jaguar back to the spot from which the brick had been thrown. 

Josh jumped out of the car, grabbed the kid and pushed him up against a parked car. He shouted at the kid, “What was that all about and who are you? Just what the heck are you doing?” Building up a head of steam, he went on. “That’s my new Jag. That brick you threw is gonna cost you a lot of money! Why did you throw it?” “Please, mister, please… I’m sorry! I didn’t know what else to do,” pleaded the youngster. “I threw the brick because no one else would stop!” Tears were dripping down the boy’s chin as he pointed around the parked car. “It’s my brother, mister,” he said. “He rolled off the curb and fell out of his wheelchair and I can’t lift him up.” Sobbing, the boy asked the executive, “Would you please help me get him back into his wheelchair? He’s hurt and he’s too heavy for me.” Moved beyond words, the young executive tried desperately to swallow the rapidly swelling lump in his throat. Straining, he lifted the young man back into the wheelchair and took out his handkerchief and wiped the scrapes and cuts, checking to see that everything was going to be OK. He then watched the younger brother push him down the sidewalk toward their home.

It was a long walk back to the sleek, black, shining, 12 cylinder Jaguar XKE – a long and slow walk. Josh never did fix the side door of his Jaguar. He kept the dent to remind him not to go through life so fast that someone has to throw a brick at him to get his attention. Some bricks are softer than others. Feel for the bricks of life coming at you.

· In what ways are you “speeding” through life that someone may have to throw a brick at you? (busyness, pace, etc.)

· Who is most likely to throw a brick at you?

· What steps must you take to change that and begin to see people as Jesus does?

· How can you ask the group this week to hold you accountable and to pray for you, as it relates to this?

3. How has your thinking been challenged and changed this week?

 


III. 
In Class

A. Open in Prayer 

B. Bible Memory Quiz – John 13: 34-35

C. Small Group Accountability and Prayer 
1. Share with the people in your group to what extent are you part of a “fellowship of the mat.” How can they pray for you and help carry the “mat” for you?

2. From the Reflection Time, how do you want to be held accountable so as to be more available to love others?

3. Spend time praying for one another.

D. Large Group Discussion 

1. Discuss the Readings.

· Where do you have the opportunity on a daily basis to demonstrate the love of God to others? What hinders you from doing that?

· As a group, respond to the statement that Schaeffer makes several times: “the world deserves proper, intelligent answers to questions of doctrine but those answers will not suffice to cause their belief.” He says if the world does not see Christians living in genuine love with each other, then they have the right to doubt all our preaching of the gospel of Jesus being the Messiah from God. What is your experience with this issue? 

· Discuss how your faith is actively helping someone else toward spiritual maturity, like the guys who crashed through the roof to present their needy friend to Jesus? 

· Ortberg quotes Jean Vanier: “Community is the place where our limitations, our fears and our egoism are revealed to us. While we are alone, we could believe we loved everyone. Now that we are with others, living with them all the time, we realize how incapable we are of loving, how much we deny to others, how closed in on ourselves we are.” In deep community with Jesus, the Fellowship of the Mat, we find our sin being talked about and forgiven. How would you assess yourself as a lover-of-people at this time? 

2. Discuss the Audio by Pete Briscoe.

· There is “Pete” love and “Jesus” love. How do you move from “Pete” love (or whatever your name is) to “Jesus” Love? 

· Jesus demonstrated in his actions and taught that we are to love the unlovable of the world—those with Aids, the homeless, the poor and downtrodden. How do we, in our comfortable surroundings of Suburbia, make that a reality and not just a “nice” discussion?

3. Develop a list of the practical ways that you can love people this week. For example:

· Pay attention to someone when they are talking.

· Try to enter into the person’s experience when they are talking to you.

· Do not be quick to judge someone who looks and acts different.

4. As commanded in 1 John 4:11-12, we ought to love one another, so that God’s love may be complete in us. Deem this week, “Random Acts of Kindness Week,” as a means to show your love to others around you. You may also choose to secretly draw names among those in your small group, and engage in doing secret “random acts of kindness” for your designated person. Next week, you can share the effects of your actions.
Key Principles

(Jesus is our model of what it is to love.

(Love will take time, energy, and involve getting dirty.

(Love is the badge of the Christian, and the world has a right to judge  based on our love.

(Love will be demonstrated in the Body of Christ through the many “One Another” statements found in the New Testament.

(Love is seeing people as Jesus does and giving as Jesus did.

Application Ideas

As it was commanded in 1 John 3:16-17, practice this week “laying down your life for your brothers,” by laying aside some time to serve in a community group, church or other organization with whom you are affiliated. You may do this individually, or choose a service project together with your small group to carry out. Your shepherd can provide a list of sponsored service opportunities from the church.
We try to create a first-century community on a twenty-first century timetable—and it doesn’t work. If you think you can fit deep community into the cracks of an overloaded schedule—think again.

John Ortberg


Suggested Reading

Francis Schaeffer, The Mark of a Christian.
Gene Getz, Love One Another.
AUDIO NOTE PAGE

WE WILL LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

Pete Briscoe
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Notes:
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Main Point:
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Primary Action Point for You:

Prayer Requests
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	Group

Member
	Request

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Action Points:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Francis Schaeffer was a Presbyterian minister with an ability to see how the questions of meaning, morals, and value being dealt with by philosophy, were the same questions that the Bible dealt with, only in different language. Once an agnostic, Schaeffer came to the conclusion that Biblical Christianity not only gave sufficient answers to the big questions, but that they were the only answers that were both self-consistent and livable. With this conviction, he became a man of conversation. He opened his Swiss home to travelers to discuss these things and started a school called “L’Abri Fellowship.” Later he began lecturing in universities and writing a number of books including The God Who is There, Pollution and the Death of Man, and How Shall We Now Live. Perhaps no other Christian thinker of the Twentieth Century, besides C. S. Lewis, has had more influence on thinking people.





It’s not what you do, but how much love you put into it that matters.


Mother Teresa





Our relationship with each other is the criterion the world uses to judge whether our message is truthful—Christian community is the final apologetic.


					Francis Schaeffer





A Christian community that produces lives of love and beauty is a witness that cannot be denied. A community united in love attracts attention in the most jaded culture.


Chuck Colson











Pete Briscoe, the youngest son of Stuart and Jill Briscoe, was born in England. Pete grew up at Elmbrook Church and attended Brookfield East High School and Bethel College. He worked as the Junior High Pastor at Elmbrook for a number of years before going to Trinity Seminary. In 1992, he was called to serve as the Senior Pastor of Bent Tree Bible Fellowship in Dallas, Texas. Pete and his wife Libby, have three children.





This Audio is the first in a series that Pete did entitled “Our Declaration of Dependence.” It is a great series on life in the church and can be purchased at the Garden of Readin’ bookstore.





Day Three – Supplemental Readings


Read chapter 2 in Everybody’s Normal Till You Get To Know Them, by John Ortberg. Read the short article by Francis Schaeffer entitled “The Mark of a Christian.”
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